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Message from Chief of Police 
Antonio B. DeVaul 
 
 
The purpose of this annual report is to provide 
information about your police department, 
about crime in the City of Takoma Park, 
accomplishments of the department and to 
explain how every individual can partner with 
the police department to make our community 
safer. 
 
The City of Takoma Park saw an increase in 
reported crime over the last year but still lower 
than previous years. We have made great strides to utilize emergent technologies 
to combat crime. Some call it “Predictive Policing,” and some call it “Intelligence Led 
Policing.” No matter what we call it, making crime prevention and crime fighting a 
regional effort is essential for our community. Our crime analyst and officers are 
able to view real time and historical crime data from our neighboring jurisdictions, 
as well as communicate with our allied agencies via radio directly. This cross-border 
communication and corroboration is essential in reducing criminal activity.  
 
We are committed to promoting public safety while upholding the rights and dignity 
of all residents; this involves fostering a culture of transparency and accountability. 
We use frequent and timely communications via social media and press releases to 
convey information to our residents. We are committed to community policing, 
collaborative problem-solving with all community stakeholders, and continuing to 
build partnerships and trust with our constituents. 
   
The City of Takoma Park appreciates the support by all members of the community.  
As your Chief, it is my responsibility to keep your trust in our staff by continuing to 
provide high quality police services. 
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Mission Statement 

The Takoma Park Police Department is committed to providing the highest quality 
of police services by promoting an environment where police department 
employees and the community work in a partnership with a goal of improving the 
quality of life within our expanding multi-ethnic community, while at the same time 
maintaining respect for the diversity, individual rights and dignity of all residents. 

The police department is committed to working in partnership with the community 
and each other to resolve issues and problems which impact public safety and the 
quality of life within our neighborhoods.  We are further committed to nurturing 
the public trust by holding ourselves accountable to the highest standards of 
professionalism, ethics and integrity. 

 

Vision Statement 

A Police Department that is committed to – 

Community building through individual officer knowledge of constituents, and 
understanding of their needs at the neighborhood level; 

Achievement of a superior quality of community life through problem solving with 
residents and an intolerance of criminal activity; 

Responsiveness to changing community needs through planning, education, and 
technology; and 

Excellence in service, marked with integrity, respect, innovation, and 
professionalism. 
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Total Part 1 Crime Comparison 2018 and 2019 

Uniform Crime Report (UCR) statistics for year-end 2019, as compared to year end 
2018, shows a 5% increase in Part 1 Crime. This is mostly due to a 42% increase in 
reported robberies, and a 48% increase in aggravated assaults. Percent change 
values have been rounded to the nearest whole number. 

Total Part 1 Crime Comparison 2018 and 2019 

 

Crime Homicide Rape Robbery Assault Burglary Larceny Auto Theft Total 

2018 0 4* 19 21 54 343 25 462 

2019 0 5 27 31 50 343 25 483 

%Change 0% 25% 42% 48% -7% 0% 0% 5% 

 

Total Part 1 Crimes - Five Years Decline 

In the last five years we have observed a sustained decline of UCR Part 1 Crime in 
Takoma Park. Since 2015, a 22% reduction can be seen in UCR part 1 Crime. 

CRIME 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Homicide 1 1 0 0 0 

Rape 5 2 3 41 5 

Robbery 25 27 29 19 27 

Assault 23 40 19 21 31 

Burglary 126 101 55 54 50 

Larceny 405 293 359 343 343 

Auto Theft 32 33 30 25 25 

TOTAL 617 497 495 462 483 

 

*Four cases were reported to MSP in compliance with the UCR in 2018, not 0 as originally reported. 
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Breakdown of crime by area 

 

The following data represents the 2019 crimes statistics for the City of Takoma 
Park. Included is a monthly breakdown of crimes in each respective Ward as well 
as a crime comparison of each Ward to the Total Crime that occurred in Takoma 
Park. In reviewing the data, you will see that Ward 6 represents the most crime 
(36%) followed by Ward 1 (20%) and Ward 3 (14%). 

 

 

Total Part 1 Crime by Ward 
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Ward 1 Crime Statistics 

 

Crime Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Homicide 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Rape 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Robbery 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Assault 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 3 

Burglary 1 0 0 1 0 2 0 1 2 1 0 1 9 

Larceny 7 8 5 1 6 6 1 13 4 11 3 13 78 

Auto Theft 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 3 

Total 9 8 5 3 8 8 2 15 7 14 4 14 97 

 

City of Takoma Park & Ward 1 Comparison 

 

Crime Ward City % of Total Crime 

Homicide 0 0 0% 

Rape 1 5 20% 

Robbery 3 30 10% 

Assault 3 36 8% 

Burglary 9 50 18% 

Larceny 78 333 23% 

Auto Theft 3 26 12% 

Total 97 480 20% 

 

Ward 1 accounts for approximately 20% of Crime in 2019 
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Ward 2 Crime Statistics 

 
Crime Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Homicide 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Rape 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Robbery 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Assault 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 

Burglary 0 0 1 4 3 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 11 

Larceny 3 0 2 6 9 6 4 1 2 7 1 1 42 

Auto 
Theft 

0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Total 3   3 11 12 9 5 1 4 7 1 1 57 

 

City of Takoma Park & Ward 2 Comparison 

 

Crime Ward City % of Total Crime 

Homicide 0 0 0% 

Rape 1 5 20% 

Robbery 0 30 0% 

Assault 2 36 6% 

Burglary 11 50 22% 

Larceny 42 333 13% 

Auto Theft 1 26 4% 

Total 57 480 12% 

Ward 2 accounts for approximately 12% of Crime in 2019 
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Ward 3 Crime Statistics 

 
Crime Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Homicide 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Rape 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Robbery 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Assault 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 

Burglary 0 0 1 3 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 2 10 

Larceny 4 5 4 5 3 4 3 8 5 2 4 4 51 

Auto 
Theft 

0 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 

Total 5 5 7 8 6 5 4 9 5 2 6 7 69 

 

City of Takoma Park & Ward 3 Comparison 

 

Crime Ward City % of Total Crime 

Homicide 0 0 0% 

Rape 0 5 0% 

Robbery 1 30 3% 

Assault 2 36 6% 

Burglary 10 50 20% 

Larceny 51 333 15% 

Auto Theft 5 26 19% 

Total 69 480 14% 

Ward 3 accounts for approximately 14% of Crime in 2019 
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Ward 4 Crime Statistics 

 
Crime Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Homicide 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Rape 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Robbery 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 3 

Assault 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 6 

Burglary 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 3 

Larceny 3 1 2 0 0 1 0 2 0 2 3 3 17 

Auto 
Theft 

0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 5 

Total 3 3 7 0 1 1 1 5 0 3 6 5 35 

 

City of Takoma Park & Ward 4 Comparison 

 

Crime Ward City % of Total Crime 

Homicide 0 0 0% 

Rape 1 5 20% 

Robbery 3 30 10% 

Assault 6 36 17% 

Burglary 3 50 6% 

Larceny 17 333 5% 

Auto Theft 5 26 19% 

Total 35 480 7% 

Ward 4 accounts for approximately 7% of Crime in 2019 
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Ward 5 Crime Statistics 

 
Crime Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Homicide 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Rape 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 

Robbery 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 3 

Assault 1 0 1 0 1 0 2 0 1 0 1 0 7 

Burglary 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 3 6 

Larceny 3 1 1 1 5 1 7 2 2 2 5 3 33 

Auto 
Theft 

0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Total 4 1 2 1 7 3 9 3 4 3 8 7 52 

 

City of Takoma Park & Ward 5 Comparison 

 

Crime Ward City % of Total Crime 

Homicide 0 0 0% 

Rape 2 5 40% 

Robbery 3 30 10% 

Assault 7 36 19% 

Burglary 6 50 12% 

Larceny 33 333 10% 

Auto Theft 1 26 4% 

Total 52 480 11% 

Ward 5 accounts for approximately 11% of Crime in 2019 
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Ward 6 Crime Statistics 

 
Crime Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Homicide 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Rape 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 2 

Robbery 1 2 2 1 0 1 1 3 2 4 0 0 17 

Assault 0 1 1 2 2 1 1 0 0 0 1 2 11 

Burglary 3 1 0 1 0 1 2 1 1 1 0 0 11 

Larceny 10 9 10 9 11 9 10 6 13 10 11 14 122 

Auto 
Theft 

0 0 2 0 2 1 1 0 0 2 2 0 10 

Total 14 13 15 13 15 13 16 10 16 17 14 17 173 

 

City of Takoma Park & Ward 6 Comparison 

Crime Ward City % of Total Crime 

Homicide 0 0 0% 

Rape 2 5 40% 

Robbery 17 30 57% 

Assault 11 36 31% 

Burglary 11 50 22% 

Larceny 122 333 37% 

Auto Theft 10 26 38% 

Total 173 480 36% 

 

Ward 6 accounts for approximately 36% of Part 1 Crime in 2019 
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CDS Arrests and Citation by CDS Type and Ward 

Adults and Juveniles 

Ward Cocaine Heroin 
Civil 

Marijuana 
Rx 

Narcotic 
Rx Non-
Narcotic 

Felony 
Marijuana Total 

Ward 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Ward 2 1 0 4 0 0 2 7 

Ward 3 0 1 5 0 0 0 6 

Ward 4 0 0 5 0 0 0 5 

Ward 5 5 0 3 0 0 0 8 

Ward 6 2 1 20 2 1 1 27 

Total 8 2 37 2 1 3 53 

 

Proportion of CDS Arrests by CDS Type 

Adults and Juveniles 
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Total Patrol Arrests by Year - All Offenses 

 

The vertical lines within each bar represents the standard deviation for the series. 
Given the amount of random variance that can exist year-to-year, it is necessary 
to compare each year to a measure of all years within a range. The normal range 
is between 39 and 47 arrests per year. Values above 47.7 and below 39.5 are 
statistical outliers.  

Percentage of Arrests to Reports Written by Year 

All Offenses 
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UCR Part II and non-Criminal Reports Written 

Sources: data extracted from the eJustice Information System referring to all the 
reports written between January 1, 2019 and December 31, 2019. 

Data Included: all the reports from eJustice that have not been considered as UCR 
Part I offenses are included in the dataset. 

No duplicates: as one report might refer to more crimes, the first reported crime 
has been used to determine the crime associated to a specific report. 

Not all the reports refer to crimes: certain situations demand a police intervention 
but are not crimes, for instance, “Sudden Death,” “Emergency Evaluation,” or 
“Missing Person.”  
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Controlled Dangerous Substance (CDS) Arrests and Citations in the City of Takoma 
Park 

Adults and Juveniles - Source: Extraction from eJustice 

 

CDS Arrests and Citations in the City of Takoma Park – By Ward 

 

15



 

 

UCR Part I Arrests in the City of Takoma Park 

(Adults and Juveniles) – Arrests and Citations 

Sources: Extraction from eJustice 
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Office of the Chief 
 
Automated Speed Enforcement Technology  
 
Automated enforcement is the use of technology to enforce traffic laws. To date, 
the most common form of automated enforcement implemented in the United 
States is red light cameras, which detect and photograph vehicles that commit red 
light violations. According to the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS), 
approximately 300 communities in the United States use red light cameras.  

Automated speed enforcement (speed cameras) is a less commonly used form of 
automated enforcement used to address vehicle speeds, automobile collisions and 
speed related injuries. Speed cameras detect the speed of motor vehicles and 
photograph vehicles exceeding a preset speed threshold. Jurisdictions use speed 
cameras to supplement traditional speed enforcement programs.  

The use of automated speed enforcement does not eliminate the need for 
personnel. In particular, automated speed enforcement technology requires the 
hiring of trained personnel to set up, maintain, and monitor equipment.  

There are three forms of speed monitoring systems: fixed pole, mobile, and 
portable camera units (PCUs). Both mobile and fixed speed camera systems consist 
of a radar antenna and a camera system. A mobile system is mounted in a marked 
van, which can be moved around to different pre-determined enforcement sites. 
Fixed pole cameras operate around the clock from a single location. Mobile camera 
systems require staffing by a trained operator, while fixed pole cameras require 
staff visits for the purpose of equipment monitoring and data downloads. PCUs can 
be moved around to different locations. The City of Takoma Park utilizes fixed pole 
and PCUs.  

Program Description  

State legislation authorizes the use of photo-radar/LIDAR speed monitoring on 
residential streets and school zones where the posted speed limit is 35  
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miles per hour or less. Vehicle owners are subject to a $40.00, non-moving violation 
citation if the vehicle speed exceeds the posted limit by 12 mph or more. (At the 
time of inception, the program issued violations for exceeding the posted limit by 
11 mph or more). The citation is a civil penalty and is treated as a non-moving 
violation. The civil penalty is not recorded on the owner’s driving record by the 
State Motor Vehicle Administration, no “points” are assigned, and insurance 
providers are not notified.  

Through provisions in a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Montgomery 
County, citations that were issued by the City of Takoma Park were processed by 
Montgomery County. Revenues from the citations were initially remitted back to 
the City of Takoma Park. However, in October 2009, this policy changed and 
citations are now processed by Conduent directly with Takoma Park.  

Safe Speed Corridors  

In February 2013, the City Council and State Highway Administration approved the 
implementation of Safe Speed Corridors. Safe Speed Corridors are stretches of 
roadway identified and approved for Speed Camera Enforcement. Portable cameras 
can be placed in locations that have met all requirements and authorized by the 
State Highway Administration. The goal of this approach is to encourage drivers to 
respect the speed limit along the entire stretch of a roadway, rather than at one 
fixed speed camera location.  

Location of Cameras  

Takoma Park’s Safe Speed Program is currently utilizing five fixed pole cameras and 
four portable camera units. The fixed pole units operate 24 hours per day, seven 
days per week. The portable cameras operate 24 hours per day, seven days per 
week at the sites they are located. The sites are located as follows:  
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Fixed Poles  

♦ 7200 block of New Hampshire Avenue/ southbound (fixed pole)  

♦ 7100 block of New Hampshire Avenue/ northbound (fixed pole)  

♦ 500 block of Ethan Allen Avenue/ westbound (fixed pole)  

♦ 400 block of Ethan Allen Avenue/ eastbound (fixed pole)  

♦ 950 block of East West Highway/ westbound (fixed pole)  

Portable Units  

♦ 900 block of University Boulevard/ eastbound (portable unit)  

♦ 7400 block Carroll Avenue/ northbound (portable unit)  

♦ 7400 block Carroll Avenue/ southbound (portable unit)  

♦ 7400 block of New Hampshire Avenue/ southbound (portable unit)  

♦ 6900 block of New Hampshire Avenue/ northbound (portable unit)  

♦ 7300 block of New Hampshire Avenue/ northbound (portable unit)  

Corridor Locations  

♦ 6900-7600 block of New Hampshire Avenue/ northbound  

♦ 6900-7600 block of New Hampshire Avenue/ southbound  

♦ 900-1300 block of University Boulevard/ eastbound  

These automated enforcement locations were determined by traffic studies 
completed by Conduent at different locations throughout the City, as well as 
through accident data obtained from the Maryland State Highway Administration 
and the Takoma Park Police Department’s records section. Thirteen sites were 
chosen for traffic surveys which assessed traffic volume  
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and violation activity at each location. Initially, citations were issued to drivers 
exceeding the posted speed limit by 11mph or more. On October 1, 2009, the 
Maryland State Legislature in Annapolis raised the violation limit from 11 miles per 
hour over the posted speed limit to 12 miles per hour over the posted speed limit.  

Speed Camera Comparison- Citations Issued by Location 

 

Location 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

5001- Ethan Allen Ave EB 
(400 block) 

1261 1193 1040 1003 813 

5002- Ethan Allen Ave WB 
(500 block) 

1227 1105 1047 729 667 

5003- New Hampshire Ave 
NB (7100 block) 

12908 11656 11862 9923 8193 

5004- New Hampshire Ave 
SB (7200 block) 

6596 5630 4328 5091 4555 

5005- University Blvd EB 
(900 block) 

1159 6083 5060 4250 3417 

5006- East West Hwy WB 
(950 block) 

2176 2139 2454 1255 1260 

5007- Carroll Ave NB (7400 
block) 

3751 2009 1043 3116 3324 

5009- New Hampshire Ave 
NB (7300 block) 

7837 7154 4071 2731 1799 

5010- New Hampshire Ave 
SB (7400 block) 

8259 5644 5384 3326 3096 

Total 45174 42613 36289 31424 27124 
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Speed Camera Update 

The Safe Speed program has continued to have a decrease in citations issued. Some 
reasons for this can be attributed to increased traffic congestion, increased 
construction, increased knowledge of camera locations, and decrease in quality of 
images due to old and aging technology. In the fall of 2019, a new contract with 
Conduent was approved which allows for a reduced fee for the cameras, as well as 
new cameras to replace the aging cameras which have been in use for an extended 
amount of time. 

Nationwide Prescription Drug Take Back 
 
On April 27 and October 26, the Takoma Park Police Department, in partnership 
with the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA), conducted Nationwide Prescription Drug 
Take Back Day.   The Nationwide Prescription Drug Take Back campaign is important 
as it gives the public an opportunity to 
prevent pill abuse and theft by ridding 
their homes of potentially dangerous 
expired, unused, and unwanted 
prescription drugs.  The other two 
programs help residents to take further 
steps to protect their property. 

In 2019, the department disposed of 
530 pounds of pharmaceutical drugs via the drop box in the station lobby and 
through the two Nationwide Prescription Drug Take Back Days. 

Residents looking to dispose of excess and expired prescription and over-the-
counter medications can visit the safe and secure permanent drop off location at 
the City of Takoma Park Police Department, 7500 Maple Avenue, 1st Floor Lobby, 
Takoma Park, Maryland 20912. The Takoma Park community can safely dispose of 
any unwanted/unused prescription and non-prescription drugs, patches, ointments, 
over-the-counter medications,  
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vitamins or pet medication, by placing the unwanted/unused medication in the 
green Med-Return mailbox. The collection site is open 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. Drugs can be dropped off with no questions asked. 
 
Items that CANNOT be left are liquids, inhalers, aerosol cans, regular household 
ointments/lotions, needles/sharps and/or thermometers. 
 
The Takoma Park Police Department will collect and store these items and then 
safely dispose of them through accepted practices as done in past Take Back Events. 
 
Properly disposing of excess drugs is everyone’s responsibility as a matter of public 
safety. More than 70% of young people abusing prescription pain relievers get them 
through friends or family, a statistic that includes raiding the family medicine 
cabinet. But, the Takoma Park community doesn’t have to wait for a specific take-
back day to clean out their medicine cabinets. 
 
Sworn Officers 

On March 6, Andrew Powell was sworn in as the Deputy Chief of Police. 
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The following Takoma Park Police Officers were sworn in on August 2:  Timothy 
Meiklejohn, Pandelis Hinaris, Jose Suazo and Christopher Woody. 

 

Emergency Management 
 
During the course of 2019, Mr. Ron Hardy, Emergency Preparedness Manager, 
worked with the Montgomery County Office of Emergency Management and 
Homeland Security on many projects, including but not limited to: 

- Outreach on safety and preparedness to high rise resident buildings in the 
City. He worked with the Takoma Park Volunteer Fire Department and did 
Drug Take Back in the high-rise buildings. 

- Participated in Takoma Park Emergency Preparedness Committee’s outreach 
project events in the City, which were Celebrate Takoma, National Night Out, 
Folk Festival and the Street Festival. As part of the outreach to all, a quiz 
game and bean bag toss were used to help people understand the need to 
prepare.   

- Member of the Emergency Preparedness Committee and attended monthly 
meetings.  
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- Taught classes on a program called “Stop the Bleed.” The one-hour class 
teaches people techniques on how to control severe bleeding from direct 
pressure to use of tourniquets. Classes to continue in 2020. 

- Co-taught Community Active Assailant Awareness Training; a class on how to 
be aware of active assaults and protect yourself. Classes to continue in 2020. 

- Trained City employees on the city response plan to Shelter in Place, Lock-
down, and best procedures for an Active Assailant attack. 

- Trained City employees on Blood Bourne Pathogens, First Aid, CPR, and AED. 

- Conducted an Active Assailant Drill for City employees.  

- Participated in the Community Police Academy and taught a class on 
preparedness. 

- Participated in training at public and private schools/universities in the City 
on Active Shooter and what the Takoma Park Police response would be. 

- Trained church leaders on Active Assailants and gave presentations to full 
congregations. 

- Participated in two National Drug Take Back events in the city. 

- Participated in Coffee with a Cop and the Winter Coat Drive, School Supply 
Drive, and the Towel/Blanket Drive for pets. 

- Worked with City TV for videos and Radio Public Service Ads on preparedness 
topics. 

- Attended the Council of Governments Preparation Summit and the 
Montgomery County Emergency Management Fall Symposium. 
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- Attended the Maryland Emergency Managers Association yearly training.  

- Provided a class on emergency preparedness to Boy Scouts. 

- Attended the Montgomery College Takoma Park Campus Safety Community 
Fair. 

- Attended a safety course on gas pipeline safety. 

- Provided training to police command staff and supervisors on Incident 
Command Structure and roles, using a scenario in a Table Top Exercise. 

Committees, Seminars, and Work Groups 

Represented the City on the Washington area Council of Governments Emergency 
Managers Committee. Committee discussions were centered on regional exercises, 
training and the yearly Threat Analysis to the region.  

Worked with Montgomery County and other municipalities on the County Hazard 
Mitigation Plan and the Debris Management Plan. 

Participated in the Mosquito Task Force - multi-county agencies and municipalities 
working together to educate the public and prevention of mosquito transmitted 
diseases  

Worked with Montgomery County Health and Human Resources and Montgomery 
County Office of Emergency Management and Homeland Security on a full-scale 
shelter exercise at a community center and a medical distribution pod exercise.   

Participated in the Montgomery County Emergency Managers Group meetings and 
the two training exercises at the Emergency Operations Center. 

Participated in the National Capital Region Notification system meetings for mass 
notifications using the alert systems. 

Participated in planning meetings for the move of Washington Adventist Hospital to 
White Oak. 
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Participated in a Global Warming Seminar. 

Special Events 

Represented the City on numerous conference calls in the winter and during the 
summer storms as the hurricanes tracked up the coast into our area, providing 
information to city management. 

Oversaw grant money from Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI), for purchase of 
police equipment. 

Oversaw the audit by the Maryland Emergency Management Agency in an audit of 
police equipment bought with UASI grant money.   

Statutory Mandates 
 
A plethora of new laws or changes to existing 
laws were enacted and/or became effective in 
2019, many of which impacted the policies and 
procedures of the police department. 

Alcohol, cannabis and tobacco 

Tobacco age: HB1169 — The minimum age for 
purchasing or being sold tobacco products, 
which includes cigarettes, cigars, electronic smoking devices or “vapes”, and any 
related paraphernalia, will be raised from 18 to 21, exempting active duty military 
members 18 or older with a military ID. Retailers must display signs announcing the 
law and are subject to inspection and civil fines if the prohibitions are violated.  

Alcoholic consumption: HB88 — Drinking and holding an alcoholic beverage in 
public under certain circumstances or having one in an open container will now be 
considered a civil rather than a criminal offense. 
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Animals 

Cruelty to animals — payment for care: HB135 — In current animal abuse cases, 
animal shelters shoulder the costs of care and treatment for the animal, without 
the option of adopting the animal out, until the case and custody are decided. This 
law, which covers dogfighting and cockfighting, would put the onus of animal care 
costs on the defendant, until the court case is heard and custody is decided.  

Citizenship and immigration 

Immigrant status and law enforcement: HB214 — Unauthorized immigrants who 
are victims of crimes and are willing to help law enforcement may apply for a 
certain type of legal status. Victims must submit to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services a certification from local law enforcement agencies, which are not 
currently required to complete the forms if the victim satisfies the criteria. This bill 
requires them to.  

Criminal Justice 

Stacey’s Law/murder for hire: HB493 — If a person solicits or conspires with 
another to commit murder and someone dies, it will now be considered first-degree 
murder in Maryland with no statute of limitations. Previously, solicitation to commit 
murder was a misdemeanor with a statute of limitations of three years. The bill is 
named after Stacey Lynne Seaton, 17, who was murdered in 2005. McDonald 
Abraham III, who was convicted in Seaton’s murder, said he hired another man to 
kill her. But Seaton’s mother, Gale, said at a bill hearing that Abraham was not 
charged with solicitation because he wasn’t eligible.  

Electronic Harassment: SB103 — This bill broadens what constitutes electronic 
harassment in Maryland and toughens the penalties against it. A person who uses 
electronic harassment with the intent of inducing a minor  
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to commit suicide can now be imprisoned for up to 10 years and/or fined up to 
$10,000. It builds off the original Grace’s Law, named after Grace McComas, a 
teenager who committed suicide in 2012 after “repeated and vicious harassment 
online by a neighbor,” according to a legislative analysis.  

Laura and Reid’s Law: SB561 — Named after a woman who was killed while she 
was 14 weeks pregnant, this new law will impose stricter penalties, including 
additional imprisonment of up to 10 years, on someone who has committed a crime 
of violence against a woman with the knowledge that she is pregnant. Laura Wallen, 
a Howard County teacher, had chosen the boy’s name of Reid for her child.  

Decriminalizing gambling: SB842 — Betting, wagering and gambling will be 
decriminalized in Maryland. The penalty for such offenses was previously 
imprisonment for up to one year or a fine of up to $1,000. Now, gambling is a civil 
offense with no possible jail time. Running illegal gambling operations will remain a 
misdemeanor with possible jail time under the new law.  

Hate crimes: HB240 —It will be illegal to threaten hate crimes — not just to commit 
them. Threats will be assessed the same misdemeanor penalty of a maximum of 
three years in prison and/or a $5,000 fine. Hate crimes rose nationwide by 17%, and 
in Maryland by 35%, from 2016 to 2017, according to the FBI.  

Child pornography: SB736 — Computer-generated images that are 
indistinguishable from identifiable children younger than 16, and engaged in sexual 
conduct, will now qualify as child pornography. Film, photo, video and “other visual 
representation(s)” currently qualify. Drawings, cartoons, sculptures and paintings 
do not. Penalties are up to 10 years in prison and $10,000.  
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Jury duty: SB236 — More people will be eligible for jury duty. A jail sentence (or 
potential sentence) of longer than six months currently disqualifies citizens from 
service; citizens will now be disqualified for sentences of a year or longer.  

Firearms: SB622 — The Governor’s Office of Crime Control and Prevention will 
study and gather data on “crime firearms”—those used to commit violent crimes 
and those possessed illegally. The state expects the study, which will conclude at 
the end of 2020, to cost about $90,000.  

Pedestrian safety: SB460 — Drivers who fail to stop for pedestrians will face a 
maximum fine of $1,000, up from $500. The fines will contribute to a Pedestrian 
Safety Fund, which will be used for traffic calming, enforcement and education.  

Sale of children: HB481 — The sale of a minor will be reclassified to a felony 
offense. Under current Maryland criminal code, the trade, barter or sale of a child 
for money or something of monetary value is a misdemeanor offense with penalties 
not to exceed a fine of up to $10,000 and/or five years incarceration.  

Bump stocks: SB707 –– The transportation, possession, sale, manufacture, receipt 
or purchase of “rapid fire trigger activators” that were not owned prior to Oct. 1, 
2018, is prohibited. Otherwise known as “bump stocks,” these devices increase the 
rate at which ammunition is discharged from a firearm. Penalties include a 
maximum fine of $5,000 and/or three years imprisonment.  

Juvenile detention: HB659 –– State law currently permits the Department of 
Juvenile Services to house children as young as 7 in detention facilities with 
juveniles up to age 21. Maryland will raise the minimum age of detention to 12, 
allowing for the exception of those who commit violent crimes or who are at risk of 
fleeing the court’s jurisdiction.  
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Loaning weapons: SB346 –– Owners of handguns and other regulated firearms may 
be prosecuted for loaning weapons to individuals who they have cause to believe 
are legally barred from possessing them. This also extends to situations when there 
is cause to believe that someone may use the weapon to cause harm to themselves 
or others. Maximum penalties may include a $10,000 fine and prison time.  

Attempted suicide: HB77 –– Maryland will no longer prosecute attempted suicide 
as a crime. The state previously recognized the act as a crime under English 
common law. There has been one conviction in the last five years. That defendant is 
serving a three-year suspended sentence and two years of probation.  

Driving under the influence: HB707 — The penalties for drunk and drugged driving 
offenses are becoming more severe. If you have prior convictions for operating 
either a vehicle or vessel under the influence, or if you commit a homicide in the 
process, there are now longer sentences and more costly fines.  

Sex trafficking: HB871 — Human trafficking offenses will now be termed sex 
trafficking; forced marriage will be a felony punishable by up to 25 years in prison 
and/or a $15,000 fine. Between July 1, 2017, and June 30, 2018, 22 people were 
sentenced to 39 counts of felony and misdemeanor human trafficking in state 
circuit courts.  

Employment 

Rescue workers compensation: HB604 — Fire and rescue employees who invest at 
least 10 years of service within Maryland, and who suffer occupational diseases, will 
be covered under workers’ compensation, allowing more employees to qualify for 
the benefits. Workers previously had to devote at least 10 years at one department 
to receive this benefit. State and local expenditures may increase due to eligibility in 
2020.  
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Criminal history — employment: HB22 — This bill prohibits executive agencies such 
as the Health Department from denying applications for occupational licenses or 
certificates based solely on an applicant’s criminal history, as long as it has been at 
least seven years since the conviction and no crime other than a minor traffic 
violation has occurred since. The bill does not apply to convictions for violent 
crimes.  

Prescription drug monitoring: HB25 — The state’s Prescription Drug Monitoring 
Program will be required, rather than permitted, to analyze data in search of misuse 
or abuse of certain drugs, or violations of law or ethics by drug providers or 
dispensers. If it finds any of these, it must inform those providers and dispensers. 
The state expects it to cost $323,600 in fiscal 2019.  

Tanning age: SB299 — This law prohibits minors (younger than 18) from using a 
tanning facility, repealing a former provision that minors could do so with the 
written consent from a legal guardian. The Maryland Department of Health will 
provide age-limit notices that the tanning facilities must then place conspicuously. 
These age restrictions do not apply to phototherapy administered by a health-care 
practitioner.  

Corpse custody: SB147 — A grandchild is added to the list of people who have a 
right to determine the disposition of a relative's body.  

Transportation 

Electric low-speed scooters: HB748 — Electric low-speed scooters, like those used 
in popular scooter sharing services, will now be categorized under the same 
classification as bicycles, giving the user the same rights and responsibilities as 
bicyclists on roadways. Accordingly, operators will have the same rights and 
restrictions as pedestrians on sidewalks and in crosswalks.  

Electric bicycles: SB935 — Electric bicycles will now be categorized in three classes, 
dependent on motor functionality and speed, that determine  
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where they can be used. A person younger than 16 is not permitted to operate a 
Class 3 bicycle — which has a motor that stops providing assistance at 28 miles per 
hour as the operator pedals — on a public highway.  

Applicant’s sex on licenses, permits or IDs: SB196 — Applicants will now be able to 
leave the sex designation on licenses, identification cards or a moped operator’s 
permit as unspecified. In those circumstances, the Motor Vehicle Administration 
will use an “X” in that location of the license, card or permit.  

Electronic state IDs: HB180 — The Motor Vehicle Administration will now be 
permitted to issue an electronic credential to supplement the required physical 
license or identification card. Alcoholic beverages license holders, and their 
employees, are authorized to accept the electronic credential as proof of age. The 
electronic ID can show both full and limited profiles depending on the required 
authentication in different situations.  

Photos for ignition interlock systems: HB55 — All new ignition interlock systems 
will include cameras to capture still images to use as proof of violations during the 
process of the breath analysis to determine the blood alcohol level before the 
vehicle starts. Current participants will not need to update existing devices unless it 
fails, they get a new vehicle or they are removed and re-enter the system.  

Driver’s licenses: SB237 — Those convicted of possessing revoked, suspended or 
canceled driver’s licenses will no longer face incarceration and will be assessed 
fewer points. These penalties currently carry a potential two-month sentence, 
although the state assumes the number of people imprisoned is “negligible.” The 
state currently assesses 12 points for these violations; it will now be required to 
assess three.  
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